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ADULT ONLY ENTERTAINMENT BREAKS

Dragonflies and drones

Pontins Pakefield Lowestoft Holiday Park
✓ All you can eat breakfast & delicious
3-course evening meal
✓ Fantastic live entertainment every night
✓ Range of daytime activities
✓ Use of leisure & entertainment facilities
✓ Just for grown-ups

One of my favourite summer
activities as a child was ponddipping. I was fortunate
enough to grow up in a house
with a fairly large pond in the
garden and so my ponddipping activities often
extended over days and
weren’t as much dipping as a
thorough exploration of the
life in the pond.
Using a net and numerous
containers of various sizes I
would sift through the murky
waters, peeling layers of
rotting leaves apart, to see
what might be hiding there.
Invariably anything alive
would wiggle vigorously on
exiting the pond so I would lay
the contents of my scoops out
and watch for movement.
Anything of interest would be
plopped into one of my
containers for closer
inspection.
I was fascinated by the tiny
bouncing daphnia or ‘water
fleas’ that I would sometimes
extract for even closer
examination under a
microscope. Water beetles
also scurried away seeking
any corner they could find but
best of all were the newts.
These tiny lizard-like
creatures always delighted and
were big enough to hold in the
hand and examine close-up.
Just occasionally, another
creature would appear
amongst the siftings – a
menacing-looking larva with
six legs and bulging eyes.
Inhabitants of the dark
recesses of the pond, these
creatures, 3 or 4 cm in length,
seemed to be from an alien
world. They were in fact
dragonfly nymphs, biding
their time at the bottom of the
pond, eating voraciously and
devouring whatever small
creature crossed their path,
from snails and tadpoles, to
water fleas and worms.
Fearsome predators, at least
for much of the tiny pond life,
I always handled these
nymphs with nervous respect
just incase (in my child’s
mind’s eye) they nipped my
finger. Of course, dragonfly
nymphs are prey themselves
to larger aquatic life such as
fish and birds but
nevertheless, moulting up to
fifteen times during their life
in the pond, they can afford to
lose a leg or two before their
final form.
And that final form are the
beautiful winged insects that
we know and love, that having
climbed heavenwards from the

FROM £49 PER PERSON
- HALF BOARD

There are a range of daytime activities &
leisure facilities on all breaks, you really
can do as little or as much as you like.
Unwind with a leisurely game of crazy
golf or a swim in the heated indoor pool.
In the evenings enjoy a wide variety of
live entertainment such as fantastic
vocalists and tribute acts, party bands,
comedians, as well as Bluecoat shows,
cash bingo and much more!

Date Day Nts
2nd Jul Mon

3

Break Theme

Price

Good Old Knees Up (3nts Mon-Thurs) £49 per person

9th Jul Mon

4

Select Midweek

16th Jul Mon

4

Comedy Capers

£59 per person
£59 per person

3rd Sep Mon

4

Select Midweek

£69 per person

7th Sep Fri

3

Palladium Party

£59 per person

10th Sep Mon

4

Select Midweek

£69 per person

14th Sep Fri

3

Sound of the Musicals

£59 per person

17th Sep Mon

4

Music of the States

£69 per person

28th Sep Fri

3

Comedy Capers

£59 per person

1st Oct Mon

4

Select Midweek

£69 per person

5th Oct

Fri

3

Stop in the Name of Motown

£75 per person
£69 per person

8th Oct Mon

4

Select Midweek

12th Oct Fri

3

Pakefield’s Country Music Festival

£75 per person

15th Oct Mon

4

Ultimate Tributes Spectacular

£69 per person

29th Oct Mon

4

Comedy Capers

£69 per person

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO BOOK
CALL PONTINS ON 0844 576 5944 AND QUOTE TU99
A Southern Hawker dragonfly (Aeshna cyanea), one of about 3,000 species
worldwide. Picture: STEVE ROUND (WWW.STEVENROUND-BIRDPHOTOGRAPHY.

Terms & Conditions: • Offers subject to availability, new bookings only. • Adult only breaks • Offers, prices & dates can be withdrawn without prior notice. • All Prices are
per person based on 2 people sharing a 1 bedroom classic apartment on dates/durations as stated on a half board basis. • Break on 2nd July is a 3 night Mon – Thurs
Break • Entertainment & Named acts are scheduled o appear & are subject to change without advance notice. • Bed Linen & Towels are not included. • Calls cost 13p per
minute plus your phone company access charge • For full terms and conditions visit http://www.pontins.com/terms-and-conditions/ or ask at time of booking
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depths of the pond as fullgrown nymphs, emerge in late
spring and summer to whizz
around bejeweling rivers and
ponds with their sparkly
metallic and iridescent
colours. Yet, in reality, we see
only a brief few weeks of the
dragonfly’s life for up to two
years of its life is spent as a
nymph growing in the
shadows.
Every summer I would
examine the tall flag irises at
the pond’s edge to find the
dried-out exoskeletons of the
nymphs still clinging to the
stems, a fading memory of a
life spent in the dark
underworld of the pond. It is
perhaps this murky past that
has often given the dragonfly a
sinister reputation in folklore.
Certainly, their huge, bulging,
high-performance eyes give a
sense of the alien and the
discovery of their prehistoric
ancestors with wingspans of
up to two feet fuels the notion
that these insects are from
another world.
With the help of a number
of fantasy movies it is not
hard to imagine dragonflies
and their nymphs being cast
in some futuristic role to
terrify us and threaten human
extinction, but the future, as
far as dragonflies are
concerned, could be even
stranger than science fiction.
Research engineers at Draper,
a US research laboratory, have
been working on a project
called DragonflEye that blurs
the lines between insect and
machine. By genetically
modifying a dragonfly’s nerve

system the engineers are able
to fit a tiny backpack to the
dragonfly that ‘plugs-in’ to the
insect’s nerve cord and allows
engineers to steer the
dragonfly remotely. The result
is a new kind of hybrid drone
that combines miniaturized
navigation, synthetic biology
and neurotechnology to guide
the dragonfly.
The ability to control such a
small flying insect opens up
incredible possibilities in
many fields: for instance, it
has been suggested that
honeybees, whose population
has collapsed by half in the
last 25 years, could one day be
equipped with Draper’s
technology to assist with
pollination. I must admit that I
personally find these
developments far more scary
than any fantasy film but
recognise the significance of
such pioneering work.
The technology is still being
developed and we are
hopefully a long way off
seeing dragonflies with minibackpacks on! If there’s one
thing that the research
engineers agree on in trying to
harness the dragonfly’s
steering mechanism it is that
the dragonfly itself cannot be
improved on.
So let’s enjoy the real thing
this summer – there’s nearly
60 species (including
damselflies) to look for in the
UK – and why not have a closer
look at the reedy margins of
ponds and rivers to see if you
can find their empty nymph
cases still clinging to the
stems.
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